
       
   

 
           

              
            

   
 

         

          
           

        
               

       
           

 
 

            
             

         
          

    
 

             

          

      
 

Not Dead Yet and Respecting Choices Announce 
Successful Collaboration 

Not Dead Yet and other disability advocates and rehabilitation physicians have worked with 
Respecting Choices, a national leader in the field of advance care planning, to develop fact 
sheets on feeding tubes and breathing supports. Today, they announce the results of an over 

two year collaborative effort. 

The project began following an open letter from disability advocates dated December 2013. 

According to the letter, previous versions of the documents expressed a strong bias against 
long-term use of feeding tubes, BiPAPs and ventilators, potentially discouraging health care 
consumers and medical professionals from using these life-sustaining devices except for 
short-term recovery and not as part of a viable disability lifestyle. The Not Dead Yet open 
letter was signed by over thirty disability organizations as well as twenty-five individuals who 
have successfully used one or more of these devices for years, and in some cases for 
decades. 

In response to the letter, Respecting Choices began a dialogue with disability advocates, 
which led to a productive exchange and, ultimately, to substantially revised fact sheets on 
feeding tubes and breathing supports. These documents are intended to provide 
consumers, as well as legal and medical advisors, important information for health care 
decision-making and advance directives. 

A formal joint announcement is below and can also be viewed online on the Respecting 

Choices website, and the revised fact sheets are online (feeding tubes, breathing supports) and 

available for purchase from Respecting Choices. 

http://thectac.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=d03f7056497a38c50ef197a3c&id=9136ca4121&e=5ad43b3b1c
http://thectac.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d03f7056497a38c50ef197a3c&id=41132a24f2&e=5ad43b3b1c
http://thectac.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d03f7056497a38c50ef197a3c&id=33fc3c3074&e=5ad43b3b1c
http://thectac.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d03f7056497a38c50ef197a3c&id=33fc3c3074&e=5ad43b3b1c
http://thectac.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d03f7056497a38c50ef197a3c&id=4f478f3d9f&e=5ad43b3b1c
http://thectac.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d03f7056497a38c50ef197a3c&id=82cbb4d8bb&e=5ad43b3b1c

